
Obstetrics. A Text-book for the Use of Students and Practi-
tioners. By J. Whitridge Williams, Professor of Obstetrics, Johns
Hopkins University. Second Enlarged and Revised Edition. Illus-
trated. Cloth. Pp. 950. Price, $6.00. New York: D. Appleton
& Co., 1907.

This edition has been brought up to date in every respect,
many chapters having been rewritten, and new sections added
on the "Metabolism of Normal Pregnancy," "Vaginal Cesarean
Section," and "Pubiotomy and Contractions of the Pelvic Out-
let."

In regard to the etiology of the vomiting of pregnancy, the
author refers to his monograph, published in 1906, in which
he stated that the present knowledge of the subject justified
the differentiation of three types of serious vomiting of preg-
nancy: reflex, neurotic and toxemic. The reflex variety, of
course, is dependent on some abnormality elsewhere in the
body. The neurotic type he considers allied to hysteria and
readily amenable to suggestive treatment. The toxemic vari-
ety is associated with profound disturbance of metabolism
manifested by characteristic changes in the urine and the
presence of definite changes in the liver and kidneys. He
refers to the fact that it was first shown in his clinic that the
urine in these patients presents a high ammonia coefficient,
indicating that a much greater proportion than usual of the
total nitrogen is being excreted in the form of ammonia. He
shows the difference in the urine in neurotic and in toxemic
vomiting by means of charts showing the relative amounts of
ammonia ami nitrogen.

He discusses at length eclampsia and the theories of its
causation and then quotes Zweifel's apt designation of it as

"the disease of theories." As Williams says : "Unfortunately,
exact knowledge is still lacking." He does not agree with
Davis and Edgar that eclampsia is always a preventable con¬

dition, though he states that prophylactic treatment is pro¬
ductive of untold good in many instances. In treatment, if
the patient is not markedly improved after delivery, he advises
bleeding—from 500 to 800 c.c.—the amount of blood with¬
drawn to be replaced by physiologic salt solution. He has
followed out this procedure with good results, even in patients
in whom the pulse was thin and weak. He refers to Krönig's
employment of lumbar puncture in these cases, but does not
comment on it; he also mentions renal decapsulation as per¬
formed by Edebohls, but states that it has been done in too
few cases to permit of a proper estimation of its value or indi¬
cations. The value of veratrum viride, he thinks, is much
over-rated.

Pubiotomy, Williams believes, will practically displace
Cesarean section for borderland cases, though he states that it
is not indicated in cases in which the conjugate vera meas¬

ures less than 7 centimeters. He describes in detail the tech¬
nic followed in his clinic and reports good results.

The book is profusely illustrated and a complete bibliog¬
raphy is appended to each chapter. It is commended as one
of the most practical text-books on obstetrics.

Die Pr\l=u"\fung Nichtoffiziellen Pr\l=a"\parate. Part I. Von Dr.
Gustav Mossier. Cloth. Pp. 133. Vienna: Carl Fromme.

The need of an impartial and disinterested description of the
synthetic proprietaries and those definite chemicals which are

not proprietary, but have been too little used or too recently
introduced to secure a place in the Pharmacopeia, is quite
generally felt, since these remedies should be brought to
some sort of official standard. What has been inaugurated
by the medical profession in this country by the formation
of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry has been carried
out in other countries under the auspices of the pharmaceutical
authorities. Thus we have the publication of the British
Codex under authority of the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain and the work undertaken by the
pharmaceutical institute of the University of Berlin. Pro-
fessor Mossler's position gives a certain authoritative char-
acter to his work. The book is intended primarily for the
pharmacist as a guide in the examination of synthetic and
unofficial chemicals as to their identity and purity. Noth-

ing is said in the body of the work of pharmacologie actions
or therapeutic uses. Some of the preparations are official
in the U. S. Pharmacopeia. The preparations are listed alpha¬
betically by their chemical names, the proprietary name

being given a subordinate place. The information of the
body of the work is supplemented by several important tables,
one giving common names and, very briefly, therapeutic char¬
acters, a second being a list of the non-official reagents, the
third, a bibliography, the fourth, a list of patents and trade¬
marks. This volume constitutes the first part of the work
and it is the intention of the author in the second part to in¬
troduce the remedies and preparations which have appeared
since the publication of the first part and to omit those the
use of which has been discontinued. The work appears to be
well done and to merit the support and the approval of both
the medical and pharmaceutical professions.

Essentials of Dietetics. By Amy Elizabeth Pone. Instructor
in Dietetics in the Schools of Nursing of the New York Hospital,
and Mary L. Carpenter, Director of Domestic Science of the Public
Schools, Saratoga Springs, New York. Cloth. Pp. 249. New York :
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1908.

In the preface the authors state that they have kept in
mind three guiding principles: 1, That the book should be
adapted in plan and scope to the needs of nursing schools;
2, that it should make a useful dietary guide for the home;
and 3, that it should be sufficiently comprehensive to include
essential, without being so large as to bewilder by the in-
clusion of unessential information. After giving the necessary
fundamental definitions regarding the classification of foods\p=m-\
nitrogenous, non-nitrogenous, carbohydrates, etc.\p=m-\theauthors
discuss milk, eggs, fish, meat and plant foods, a chapter being
devoted to each of these subjects. In the chapter on dietaries
are considered methods of measuring heat, food values, cal-
culating dietaries, etc., and it also includes several practical
tables. "Feeding of Infants and Children," and "Diet in Dis-
ease" each occupies a chapter. The rest of the book is de-
voted to miscellaneous matter relating directly to the subject
and includes a large variety of recipes, methods of cooking,
etc. Keeping in mind the object of the book and those for
whom it is intended, it is in every way satisfactory. While
the book is not written for the medical profession, physicians
will find in it many useful suggestions and much practical
information.

Diseases of the Nervous System. By H. Campbell Thomson,M.D. (Lond.), F.R.C.P., Dean of and Medical Tutor in the Middle-
sex Hospital. Cloth. Pp. 480. with illustrations. Price, $2.75.
Chicago: W. T. Keener & Co., 1908.

This book is of convenient size and shape, although not
large, covers an extensive subject very completely and is
altogether abreast of the times. It is well written, the de-
scriptions in it being clear and full, but without unnecessary
verbiage.

The introductory section is devoted to the structure of the
nervous system and to reflexes, rigidity, contractures, elec-
trical reactions and lumbar puncture; the next, to diseases of
peripheral nerves, while the following sections deal with the
structural and functional diseases of the cord and brain.

The illustrations are numerous and well selected. Many are
from the author's own collection, and others were supplied
by Pierre Marie. Nervous diseases, better than many others,
can be illustrated by well-selected photographs. The author
has been fortunate in his selection; while a few are not so
well produced and printed as could be desired, all are char-
acteristic.

This is a good text-book for students and an excellent
reference book for practitioners. It is, moreover, not so large
but that a practitioner wishing to refresh his knowledge of
nervous diseases can do so quickly. ,

The Operations of Surgery. By Jacobson and Rowlands, Vol. I.
Upper Extremity, Head. Neck and Thorax. Cloth. Pp. 926. Price,
$6.00. Vol. II. Abdomen, Lower Extremity and Spine. Cloth.
Pp. 1139. Price, $6.00. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co.,1908.

This work, now in its fifth edition, has undergone a steady
enlargement and improvement from the first. The first edi-
tion appeared as a single modest volume; the second as a

large volume; the third as two small volumes; the fourth
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